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INTRODUCTION 
 I wanted to give you a report on my trip to Nigeria earlier this year as well as a report on the other projects that 

we’ve been doing all year. Even though COVID has so many shut in their homes, the work of Christ continues! 

January/February Nigeria Mission Trip 
In January and February 2020, I spent four weeks in Nigeria in various locations throughout southern and middle 

Nigeria. We started in southeastern Nigeria and ended up in Abuja – the capital city of Nigeria.  

Nigerian Christian Bible College 
In early January 2020, I travelled from Memphis, TN to Lagos, Nigeria. On the journey, I joined up with Bill Pennell. 

Bill has been an active an interested partner in the Nigeria work for many years. We flew from Lagos to Uyo, a city in 

southeastern Nigeria. Our first stop along the journey was in Akwa Ibom State. Bill stayed with Monday John Akpakpan 

and I stayed at the Nigerian Christian Bible College (NCBC). NCBC has been in service to the Lord’s Church since 1959. They 

currently have over 200 students in their Bible training programs. After meeting at NCBC, Bill and I parted ways to continue 

our different paths in Nigeria.  

                     

Sekeme Ekaiko 
 I wanted to get to know Sekeme Ekaiko and his sphere of work better than I do so I volunteered to work with him 

during a one-day Bible seminar. We met with the church and a host of others who had came together that day. In fact, in 

connection with the one-day Bible seminar, Sekeme had contacted a member of the Church of Christ who is an eye doctor. 

He was there at the one-day seminar to conduct free eye screenings with 

those who came. After the Bible seminar, there were several who stayed 

behind for the free eye-screenings. I also thank Uyai Joshua Sunday who 

accompanied and 

translated for me. 

It seems that 

Sekeme is doing a 

good work 

building the 

church in his area. 
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Nigerian Institute of Arts and Theological Studies (NIATS) 
 The Nigerian Institute of Arts and Theological Studies (NIATS) has served Abia state, Nigeria and Igboland at large, 

for many years. NIATS staff and students invited me to come and participate in their graduation ceremony and I was happy 

to attend. Due to fiscal and other challenges, they have not had a graduation ceremony at NIATS for several years. They 

combined the graduation ceremony with the many graduates that were still waiting for their documents.  

 One of the interesting items that happened during the ceremony INVOLVED TWO ARMY SOLDIERS! There were 

several former graduates of NIATS who were set to receive their certificate that day, but were going to be denied. The 

reason is that they had diverted into denominationalism! NIATS staff and board did not want their graduates serving in 

denominations. So, those who being denied certificates decided to stage an altercation at the graduation ceremony. They 

came very close to me shouting and getting very angry. The staff called two army solders to come and carry the revolters 

out of the assembly hall! A few minutes later I heard gun shots – I feared the worst! However, the soldiers were only 

chasing the rioters away and the entire situation calmed down. After that excitement, we enjoyed a peaceful and good 

graduation ceremony.  

 NIATS has several challenges facing them. Their facilities are in serious need of repair and their staff are 

demoralized due to poor pay. However, even with those challenges, they continue to train preachers. 

   

Dorris-Chad International Academy  
 After visiting southeastern Nigeria, I moved up the eastern side of Nigeria to Ebonyi State and the home of Reuben 

Egwu, a long-time friend and co-worker in the Gospel. He is doing a great work in the southern part of Ebonyi state. He 

also runs the Dorris-Chad International Academy, a primary school for younger children. There are many orphans and 

disadvantaged children that attend the school. There is a free Muslim school in the area (funded by Saudi Arabia) and 

many children attend there and they are converted to Islam! That is not acceptable to any families in southern Ebonyi 

State and send their children to Reuben’s school.  

 I met with the school’s overseeing board and discussed some of the school’s many challenges. One of the most 

pressing needs right now is the need for the classrooms to have a ceiling. Even while I was there meeting in a different 
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part of the building, we were disturbed by the noise of all the other classrooms and teachers trying to teach. Imagine the 

difficult time the teachers are having!  The cost for the ceiling is $3,500. 

                

 I was also able to preach for the church which meets at the school. They were packed into a small room and many 

were outside. The Lord added 2 souls to the church on that day and we baptized them at the river.   
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We also conducted a nightly open-air preaching campaign in Afikpo. We set up our campaign right in the middle of the 

marketplace with access to thousands of souls! We have several baptisms during that event.  

   

Ogoja/Mike Udam 
 I met Mike Udam in 2017 in Nigeria. He is a schoolteacher and a FIREBALL for the Lord in 

his area. He has helped plant a new congregation in his area and has served as the preacher 

there for several years now. It has grown from just a few to 205 in regular attendance! They 

have built a new church building and are moving seriously in their area. Mike is the Great 

Workshop director each year and has done a marvelous job each year.  

 

 Mike had organized a nightly seminar for the week while I was there. We would travel a 

terrible dirt road from the main road to the village where the church building was located. What 

a trip! On one of the trips out to the seminar, we stopped and met the village leader who was 

also now a member of the church of Christ. While at the seminar, we had one baptism while I 

was there and three the following Sunday after I departed the area. To God be the Glory in all 

things. 
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 Mike took me to a place called the Obudu Cattle Ranch. It is a “tourist” place on the top of some mountains near 

the border of Cameroon. It was quite nice although our car had issues getting up the steep hills!  

                                      

 

NOTE: I tried my hand at cooking in Nigeria with Mike Udam… 
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Travel from Ogoja to Port Harcourt 
 When it came time to leave Ogoja and travel to Port Harcourt, we were going to use Reuben Egwu’s car to take 

me down to the oceanside city. However, Reuben’s car was broken down and even thought we tried, we could not use it 

and didn’t have the funds to repair it in time. What do we do? Well, it happens that at that time, I met a man named 

Chibunna Chidi – a Christian and recently retired Nigerian army soldier. In fact, his unit had had several battles with Boko 

Haram in the northeast of the country to the point where he was one of the only 

survivors of his entire unit! Serious! After the third battle and near loss of his own 

life, he decided that enough was enough and he would serve as a solder for the 

Cross of Christ! He retired from his career in the Nigerian military and has been 

serving the Lord since. He agreed to carry me to Port Harcourt – an all-day journey 

and not at all the safest road in the country. I was so thankful that he was able to 

take me down to Port Harcourt.  

 However, when we started the journey, 

he said he would have to miss a big 

activity at one of this children’s school. I 

said, “no way!” So, we all went to his 

child’s matriculation ceremony at the 

college he was attending. What an 

interesting day.  

 On the journey heading south, we were 

driving around a curve in the road. 

Another vehicle was approaching us on 

the other side of the hill around the 

curve. Unbeknown to us, a motorcycle 

was passing the other vehicle – up a hill – 

on a curve – and did not see us nor did we see him. Our car clipped his motorcycle 

and he fell hard to the ground. We stopped our car and brother Chidi got out to 

check on him. The motorcyclist got back up so Chidi got back in the car and off we went again! I was very thankful for the 

Lord sending him my way because he was able to get me down to Port Harcourt (quite a dangerous road in Nigeria due to 

vandals along the road) safely.  

  

Port Harcourt/Anthony Oluria 
 Port Harcourt is one of the major cities in Nigeria 

and a primary city for the oil industry there. The city is 

large, busy, and very dirty due to the pollution from the 

oil production industry. If you put your hand on 

something, your hand would be black from the pollution 

and soot all over the city. However, even in this 

challenging environment, the Lord’s Church is 

flourishing!  

 Anthony Oluria is the director of some part-time schools of preaching in Port Harcourt. There are two part-time 

schools there – one in the city and another just to the east but centrally located for other preachers. Both schools are 
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maxed out with 53 students. Part-time Bible schools are key 

for urban churches of Christ. This teaching format allows 

students to continue their jobs and/or businesses during 

the week and then study God’s Word on Saturday.  

 On Sunday, I worshipped with the Rumuodommaya 

Church of Christ – a new church plant in Port Harcourt. They 

are renting a small hall to worship in and they have already 

outgrown that hall and have many sitting in chairs outside! 

In fact, this is their second time for this new church plant to 

outgrow their rented facility. Real estate prices in this city 

are sky-high so owning their own building is going to be a 

challenge. All in all, I was able to get to know Anthony 

better, along with his family, and I now have a greater appreciation for the work he is doing there. 

 While in Port Harcourt, I developed a cough that I struggled with for the next month. I was fine during the day, 

but the cough would surface at bedtime and rob me of valuable sleep each night. This was likely due to the pollution and 

dirt in the atmosphere of the city. No worries…all is well now.  
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Southwest School of Evangelism/Makinde Olufemi 
 Flying from Port Harcourt to Lagos, I spent a few days at the Southwest School of Evangelism with Makinde 

Olufemi. He was holding a leadership seminar and Bible campaign during my visit. Many churches in western Nigeria were 

represented and I was able to meet many of the preachers whom I had not previously known. I look forward to getting to 

spend more time in western Nigeria and familiarizing myself more with the work in that part of the world.  

     

 One of the nights of the leadership seminar, we held a Bible campaign in a local village. We set up chairs and 

speakers right in the marketplace beside the main road. I was one of the speakers during the event.  

      

 Unfortunately, the cellphone reception in that area was nonexistent for me and my phone. I was there several 

days without the ability to talk with my wife who became very anxious. Finally, she and my oldest daughter contacted 

Reuben Egwu who was able to contact Makinde who took me up to the top of a hill about a mile or so away so that I could 

make a phone call. My wife was much more at ease after hearing my voice again!  

West Nigeria Christian College 
 After the SWSE, I travelled to Abeokuta to stay at the West Nigeria Christian College to check on the work there 

at the school. Biodun Owolabi is the director there and is doing a 

great job leading that school. It was a time to check on the school, 

visit with staff at WNCC as well as get some much-needed rest. 

 One of the programs at WNCC is a prison ministry 

outreach. We were able to go into a prison in Abeokuta to conduct 

a Saturday preacher service. We waited outside the prison for a 

long time while they poured over our credentials (most likely 

checking on me...). We were able to go inside and walk deep into 

the prison where there was an open area with a covered pavilion 
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used for assemblies. We set up and had a few show up. After we got started, the pavilion was FILLED with people there to 

sing and listen to the word. I was able to speak to the crowd of prisoners along with some on the team. After the service, 

on the way out of the prison, several of the guards asked that we pray with them which we were glad to do. Sorry, no 

pictures were allowed inside or outside the prison. 

    

Great Workshop/Abuja, Nigeria 
After WNCC, I went to Abuja, the site of the Great Workshop for 2020. The venue was the Nyanya Church of Christ 

– a large congregation located in a fast-growing part of the city. They had a great building for the workshop. There were 

over 645 participants at the workshop. This was interesting because the people were not only from the southern part of 

Nigeria, but also the northern part of Nigeria. I wanted to make sure that those who are preaching the Gospel in the 

mostly-Muslim north of Nigeria are not discouraged in the work. They need skills and encouragement just like those in the 

south of Nigeria. Many thanks go to those of you who donated to see the workshop continue.  

     

COVID-19 Cancels other trips to Africa 
 Due to the COVID-19, other trips to Africa were cancelled for 2020. I had planned to go to Nigeria in July/August 

for a short trip. I also planned to go to Tanzania during the summer to help get WBS going in eastern and southern 

Tanzania. Alas, those plans were stopped but we thank God anyway. I am planning on going to Nigeria in January and 

Tanzania sometime in 2021. 
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Motorcycles 
 Because of your donations, we were able to purchase 4 motorcycles for Nigerian preachers. These motorcycles 

will be used for WBS follow-up and service to the Lord’s church. Thanks to those of you who donated for motorcycles. 

  

Benevolence 
 We have had a major benevolence crisis in Nigeria due to COVID shutdown. Many Nigerians work each day to 

make enough money at the end of the day to purchase food for their families. However, with the shutdown, they could 

not work and therefore were not able to purchase food for their family. Combined with that, most of the markets were 

closed down for extended periods due to COVID concerns…so even if they did have money, they were not able to purchase 

any! It was quite a difficult time in Nigeria. 

 However, Glory to God as, through you, we were able to send over $50,000+ in benevolence assistance to 

Nigerians for help during this crisis. May God bless you who helped in this crisis. 
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Church Buildings 
 Many of you helped with church buildings in Nigeria. Many thanks to you for your donations toward that project. 

Here are some of the pictures of what you have been able to do this year.  

     

Make sure you visit the website: www.africanministryreport.com for mission reports and updates from many of 

these works in Africa. From there, you can sign up for a monthly email update.  

This work would not be possible if it were not for you and your dedication to the cause of Christ. I thank God each 

day for you and your heart for evangelism. The church in Africa is booming and I am glad that we are partners in this work 

of Christ. May God bless you and keep you. 

 

Until all have heard, 

Chad Wagner 

Mission Coordinator  

731-549-3249 (HOME) 

615-542-6282 (CELL) 

Austin Chapel Church of Christ 

PO Box 98 

Scotts Hill, TN  38374 
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